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FRA N CI J  FONTON. 


and confidence. 


Mr. Fonton's Father being a Diſ- 
ſenter, by denomination a cal viniſti- 
cal Baptiſt had brought him up under 


„ 


\ BOUT the beginning of 1773, 
I the hero of our hiſtory obtained 
the place of a clerk in the Bank of 1 24 
land by the aſſiſtance of a friend. He 
was then, and indeed almoſt ever fince _ 
has heen, accounted a man of excel- 
| Tent and unblemiſhed reputation. His 
Tuperior abilities rapidly raiſed him in 
point of emolument, and his ſtrict in- 


tegrity exalted him to the higheſt truſt 
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dhe tuition of a miniſter of the ſame 


"© 


perſuaſion, who long kept an academy 
mn the country. Under the rigid rules 
and ſtrict obſervation of ſuch a maſter 


remained our hero, till he was above 


twenty, when he returned to. London, 
not without ſome intentions of com- 
mencing a miniſter. * However, ſeve- 
ral adverſe incidents occurring to 
_ thwart his inclination, he procured a 
clerkſhip in the compting-houſe of an 
eminent merchant in Aldermary 
Church- yard, in which he remained 
till he got into the place above men- 
- Before we further proceed in our 
important and intereiimg narrauve, 
ve would juſt beg to premiſe, that we 


intend to caſt no dium upon the Diſ- 
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enters in general, nor on the Baptiſts | 
in particular. The latter differ but 
little from the principles of the Church 
of Scotland. They have a good go- 
vernment and a rigid diſcipline eſtab- 
liſhed in their ſocieties, and their doc- 
trine by no means in the leaſt leads to 
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other parties in this metropolis were 
as free from cenſure. We are not un- 


acquainted with the orthodoxy of the 


late Dr. Gill, nor with the zeal of 
Mr. Rippon his ſucceſſor. Dr. Gif- 
| ford is dead, and old Mr. Ryland of 

Northampton is nearly paſt his labour 
in the vineyard, but how beautiful ſtill 
upon the mountain are the feet of 
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many famous preachers in that profeſ- 


"Mr. Fonton, towards the cloſe of 


his clerkſhip in the city, had the un- 
happineſs to behold the ſudden and 
unlooked for fall of an intimate friend, 
and lately fellow-ſervant in the ſame 
houſe. One Chippet, a young man. 
one of the higheſt profeſſors of religion, 
unhappily committed a forgery f | 
trifling Knee v eleven pounds. 
He obtained the caſh, but the fraud _ 
Vas quickly diſcovered. | Chippet was 
committed, and put upon his trial at 


the September Seſhon of 1768, before 
Mr. Baron Penot. The indiftment 
| draught to the tenor and purport as 
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1 followed. Mr. Lucas, council for the 
ccCcululprit, diſcovered the variation of a 
1 ſingle letter in the draught from the 
record, and that, under the direction 
1 dof the Judge, inſtantly acquitted the 
AS... . IE 
Ih he error or flaw in the mdiftment, 
WES -- ds the Baron then believed, was not 
inſerted by accident; for ſince, our 
hero has been heard to boaſt, that he 
ſaved his friend from farther infamy. 
This friend afterwards withdrew from 
the kingdom, and ſoon flouriſhed in 
the iſland of Jamaica. He wrote a 
letter to Fonton about two years after 
his arrival, in which he deſcribed his 
tuation as one the moſt deſirable, and 
almoſt prevailed upon him to croſs 
RE ee Our hero had pre- 
puared fbr the voyage, having put 
all his property on board a veſſel bound 
to that place; but, by the importuni- 
ty of ee friends, and the ſpeci- 
dus promiſes of his relations, he altered 
his mind, married an amiable young 
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Vvoman in London, and reſolved to | 1 
ſpend the reſidue of his days in his n- t& 
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tive climate, where he could beſt en- 
joy the privileges of his religion. 
About two years after he had been 
admitted to the Bank, he ſaw the fatal _ ': 
fall of the two Pereaus, who ſuffered Fa 
for forgery. By his outward deport :. 
ment and oublic converſation, Mr. 0 
Fonton appeared at that period x4 
tremely inimical to theſe men's offence.  __ 
The writer of this, once chancing to 
be in a public room in the city where 
he was, heard him thus N bim ? 
felf relative to that popular topic: |» 
Were the brothers .. — 
and loſt to overy ſenſe of danger 1 
Mercy upon me! Had I been inſo 3 Þ 
horrible a ſlate of mind, as I muſt naave 
been in ſuch a ſituation, when I walk- | 
ed the ſtreets, every man would have 
had been ina coach, I ſhould have bei 
lieved that it was carrying me to 
Tyburn!“ „%%% x.” 
_ > Mr. Fonton was often known to d 
plore a very dreadful event, which | 
not many months after occurred to 
theamazement ofthe whole metropoli: 
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„ we mean the downfall of Dr. Dodd, 
] 1777. After the conviction of that 
r ntleman, and during the days which 
ſiuſpended his fate on a ſingle thread, 
wu. | which the twelve Judges Pei like 
5 the attenuated hair of ſpider's net, 
| our hero, in company with Dr. An- 
drew Gifford and the Rev. Mr. Top- 
lady, viſited in Newgate that fallen 
unfortunate. They were not a little 
ſurpriſed to find the Doctor employing 
ais pen in writing notes on the pla + 
_ | Stakeſpear. The two eK iel 2 
divines did not fail freely to remon- 
+ .| itrate, and our hero was not much 
behind them in muſtering up many of 
the anathema and comminations of 
the Bible. However Dr. Dodd was 
not to be taken by a tempeſt. He 
> { - diſmiſſed his viſitants in the words of 
Telix— 60 your way, and at a more 
convenient ſeaſon I will ſend for you. 
It is ſaid that Fonton afterwards wrote 
ſeveral letters to that devoted divine, 
one of which appeared in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, a few days before the _ 
report was made; but that epiſtle was 
e,, ues en a more 


* ä — ne Es — d —— — — 


* 


more inclining to the monſtrous An · 
tinomian ſyſtem, than to the Doctrine 


- It would appear that our hero had 


were found gui 


a moſt tender agar for men who 
lty of 


any of the Calviniſts. No petitions 


was preſented in his favor; he was 

abandoned by all his brethren, and 
left undeplored even by his friend 

 Fonton; who often bud: | 

with gladneſs, amidſt a diſmal dun- 
geon, loaded with links of iron, and 


almoſt ſtarved, before he found an 


aſylum in an 1gnommious death. _ 


Although Mr. Fonton, for a ſeries 
of years has been a member, and even 
a deacon in Mr. 'Towers's ſociety, yet 
it appears that he confined not him. 


ll 
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orgery ; for he 
greatly intereſted himſelf in the caſe 
of Taylor, a hypocritical preacher of 
the eſtabliſhed church, who ſuffered 
for a forgery in December, 1779. 
- But poor retrogade Ruſſen the School- 
maſter, who was convicted in 1777, 
for committing a rape on an infant 
girl, met no favor from Fonton, or 
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oppoſite to viee and hypocriſy. Had 
our hero in his e eee to ſuch 

tenets, he might have remained happy, 

and never brought a diſgrace upon 


Pe 
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ſelf to that aſſembly. Mr. Towers 


ſeems to be a ſenſible, ſound, and ju- 


dicious divine; his ſentiments are ſub» 
lime, and his doctrine diametrically 


- 


huis profeſſion; but if a Judas Ifcariot 


could even be in the college of Jeſus, 


how is it to be wondered at that a Fon- 
ton failed not to fall into the ſame con- 
demnation? It is indeed marvellous, 
that a man whoſe principles were ſet- 

tled early in life, and who to all ap- 
arance flood. firm, as on a rock, 


As 


ſtoop to ad 


racter! 


rent | : :inft every wild wave and the loud 

eſt ſtorms, in che evening of his day, 

when the ebulition of his paſſions were 
over, and his pulſe beat not ſo high 

for ſenſual enjoyments ; placed on the 
Pinnacle of reputation, and in the 
_ polleſhon of an eaſy fortune, ſhould 
1o ſuddenly ſwerve from virtue, and 

Ic &s which completely cancel 

all the faireſt lines of his former cha- 


| 5 N fk 2 ” 
AK. 


5 raw ian =» &m; = mm © mM» wow m go rp mo ety  __ 


%%% ͤÄI— © þ 
ld „during the abſence of _ 
b d, had formed a predilec- 
tion for the cant of a certain illiterate 
Preacher, not far from Moorfields; 
this ignorant fellow, who is a door- 
mattreſs and baſket-maker, has open 
ed a chapel for prayers and lectures on 
divinity, and though early in the morn- 
ing he officiates in a leathern apron, 
yet has he the aſſurance at other times 
to appear in a gown, caſſock and 
band, boaſting that the Lord has 
opened his mouth, even as he opened 
that of the aſs which rebuked Balaam! 
It was here our hero firſt met the 
lady of che captain. She invited him 
F 5 5 | home, 


This 
FRY her huſban 
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Mr. Fonton, in the ſummer of 
4789, grew intimate with a lady who 
_hves lef, than a Sabbath-day's journey 
from his own houſe in Hoxton Square. 
She is the wife of ſea captain, who is 
a good man, and therefore we ſupprels 
the name. The character, however, 
muſt be held forth for the ſake of truth; 
in doing which, we humbly hope the 
reader will pardon the ludicrous part 
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home, ar 
inſtantly formed between the religious 
parties. Indeed there was a congenia- 
5 Foy in their ſentiments, and a perfect 
ſimilarity in their hives. —The lady, 
like Mrs. Cole in the Mmor, was mar- 
vellous in mingling things carnal and 
ſpiritual. Cant and duphiity conſti- 
tuted her very being. She had no oc- 
caſion, like the lady in the play, to 
go over to Bolougne in order to pro- 
cure abſolution by pecuniary means. 
No; ſhe found it better to be at home 
and mind her buſineſs, and he pardoned 
from all fins without quitting ſo lucra- 
% 
Had Mr. Fonton been a boy of 
about eighteen, he could not have 
been more eaſily deceived by this holy 
Hharlot.— Ihe good mam is not at home; 
ne a long voyage, he will bring 
 woith ham a bag of money on the day ap- 
pointed. Let us take our fill of love un- 
ill the morning, then will we ariſe to 
Prayer in the chapel of the baſket- 
. e MENTS ET 
Poor ſeveral months our hero kept 
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up a cloſe correſpondence with this 
wanton, and - often effected gal- 


lantry with two damſels, whom the 
harlot kept in her houſe for the 
baſeſt of purpoſes, bought, as is ſaid, 
from their own parents, who loved. 
the hire of iniquity. However Fort. 
ton, refolvitfF to be as forward in cant 
and hypoc ly as, the bawd herlelt, 
took every opportunity of infinuating 
that it was in his power to encreaſe 
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her fortune. He had learned that ſhe 


had ſaved two hundred pounds un- 


* "> 2 — 
8 ey 2 5 
3 ; : : 


known to the captain, and that fſum 


he found means to make his own, by 
_ perſuading her to put it into the four 
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per cent. conſolidated fund, in le 
Bank. - Truſting in the integrity % PAL 
his character, ſhe freely confided in 
our hero, as the moſt proper perſon 
in the world to manage the buſineſs _ 


lor her. He gave her a receipt, which 
has fince been diſcovered a forged one, 
and now the lady is left to lament her 
credulity, and the loſs of her preach- 
JJ)%% 
Our hypocritical hero carried on 
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Lp. . woman, who 18 a Widow, to Walt upon | 
him at his houſe one ae 97 
bappened that day that Mrs. 


was gone out on a viſit to Newington. 
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his plots and ſchemes with no inconſi- 


derable ſuccels during the ſpring and 


ſummer of 1790, leaving the diſco- 
very to be made in the autumn. The 
ſcene of his ſecond act was laid in 

Hoxton, in which a poor milk-wa- 


man was introduced, for the ſake, we 


ſuppole, of variety. He ſoon found 


means to play upon the eaſy nature of 


this woman, who is emphatically cal- 
led the blue-eyed milk-dame, in allu- 
lion to the azure hue of her milk. By 
art and induſtry ſhe had ſcraped toge- 
ther an hundred pounds, which ſhe IJ 

was adviſed to put into the Bank. 
I be reputation of Mr. Fonton was 
grovn even proverbial all around the 
_ « vicinity of Shoreditch, and the 9 55 


ral report of his integrity induced this 


"Onton 


Green, ſo that our hero, whoſe eye 


of the fair one, was . 
ceſs, led her into t| 


Vas quickly attracted by the beauty 
air ite caly of ac- 


e parlour and 


mans. hey. r 


a. 
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ſpoke kindly to her ; the reſult was 
tr 


at the widow entruſted him with her 


all, and having obtained a receipt, 
went her way to ſell her beautiful blue 
mingled milk, and acquire another 
hundred pounds. e 
To name all the people about 
 Shorediich Who have fallen a ſacrifice 
to thier own ſimplicity, and the arti- 
ſice of this ſon. of 0 
form a liſt by far too long for this nar- 
rative. Several, . . 
been conſidered as in vulnerable againſt 
fraud, have now diſcovered their own 
. folly. An eminent brick-maker of 
Hoxton, has been defrauded of ſeve- 
ral hundreds by ſimilar means. A 
Mr. Blades, one of the city officers, 
gave our hero the power of an attor= 
ney, to act as his agent, and has ful= 
tainèd the loſs of ſix hundred pounds; 
and a cow-keeper who has loſt three 
hundred, fo ſoon as the diſcovery was 
made, fell into a fit of diſtraction, and 
is now an inmate in that large gothic 
building near Hoxton, and not many 
miles from the ſpot where his cows 


* 


— Fu, 


uplicity, would 


have always 


E a. ; 8 * : 
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Io What principle ſhall we attri- 
-bute all theſe nefarious acts? It is 
ſurpriſing that any man, after a tem- 

pPexate uſe of life for fifty years, Witbh⸗ 

dut one lingle deviation from lobriety, 

fo far as appears to the world, ſhould 
Plunge into the very depth of iniquity, 

by Man ind is ſeldom corrupted at once; 

Villjany is generally progreſſive, and 

declines ſtep by ſtep from rectitude, 

till every regard of probaity is ſank, 
and every lenſe of moral obligation 
Perines. 1 Wks 


Soul this man ſupported an imacu- 


3 


ters, the direftors, in the ſight of his W a 


+ - © |brotherofficers, and the-world, | 


One regulation the directors of the e 


Bank had made, which Mr. Fonton Ac 
__ unhappily violated, As a clerk, he 
Vas not allowed to att as a broker, hut o 
expreſſly torbid to do lo, | and to the W «© 
Violation of this order may be attri- M 
buted that act, Which proved the 8 
ieee all de eſt. l 

Among the numerous. friends by 
hom he was implicitly intruſted co 1 ce 


E 


ceipt, 


uttorns of rnAvets tee. iy 


in which they had placed their money, 


was Mr. Papps, who had frequently 
employed him in purchafing Hock, but 
3 any. On the 


never in tran fe Tring 


Sch of May, 1789, Mr. Papps having 


\ ſome money to lay out, applied to 
Mr. Fonton to purchale Z.50 in the 


* 


- 


JJ 
wt” Ng. Ca 


* 


}\ 


act as their agent in che different ſtocks 


Jour. 10 0 cent. annuity. Having re- 
cee the money from that gentlem an, 
Mr. Fonton ſoon after told him, that 
every thing was done and ready, and 
chat he muſt ſign the acceptance, and 
fore went with him tothe deſk; chere 
| a book was produced and an in. 
ment laid before him, which he Tign- 
ed, and which he conceived was an 

acceptance of the ſtock; but he did, 

in fact, put his ſignature to a transfer 
of 45 ſtock of his on to the name 

of John Pierce. Immediatly after this 
| Mer. Fonton delivered to him a re- 
Winch he had intruſted him with to 
purchaſe the . 50 annuity; of Which 
<counterfeited receipt the following is 
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Dei ars 22d, 23d, ap 
Third, entitled an ac 


5 F OD \ 


. 50, per cent annuities. conſo- 
Jidated, April 6th, 1780, Received 


this 8th day of May, 1789, of, Wil- 
liam Papps, the ſum of C, 47. 125, 64 
being the conſideration of / 
tereif or ſhare-in, the capita 
ſtock of 4 per cent. annuities, conſo- 
| lidated April the 6th, 1780, erretted = 
by Act of Parliament, of the 47th, . 


. D 
4 


ing - George the 


* 


certain ſum of money, by way of an- 
muities, and for eſtabliſhing a lottery, 
_ - transferrableat the Bank of England, 
| together with the proportionable an. 
nuity attending the fame, by me,this I 
day transferred to the ſaid William 
Papps; witneſs my hand, J. Pierce. 


. 47 125 64. Wünels F. Fonton.” 
I The diſcovery. of this fraud was 

'- made about the iſt of September, 
when our hero being taken before the 

Lord Mayor at the Manſion-houſe, 
and the ſeveral parties concernec 

© » Poultry Compter for trial, at theap- | 


e Vas committed to 


* N * >; * 1 — 
i X 2 F ; # 
| apr” | 13 
1 * | I * 


k = S £ 
* N * » 
” 9. . 
2 Son # 


* 4 

„ 50 in- 
F 

or joint 


* 2 5 
EF Uw wes: Gy Bi BE” 


3 5 Fu MAMAS A dd YO © — 69 „ Wis A = 


Fee years 


ex- 
1 b ad 


to be falſely made, forged, and counn- 
terleited, and willingly act in the falſe 
making, forging ang counterfeiting, a 
certain receipt for money, with the . 


bearing date the ſaid 8th of May, &c. 


| mitering a like forged receipt, know- — | 
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_ proaching Seſſion at the Old Bailey, 
which began on the 15th of that 
mont. ee abt 4... 
Hle was not removed with the reſt 
ol the priſoners, on the Friday preced- 
ing the Seſſion, but indulged to con- 
tinue there till the day of trial. He 
appeared, and wagatraigned at the 
and two other judges, amidſt an un- 
common hi, of ſpettators, in the 
body of the court and the galleries. 
His indictment was read by the clerk 
_ of the arraigns, ſtating, that on the 
_ 8thof May, 1790, in the 'pariſh of 
. . Stocks, (where the 
Bank of England is ſituated) he felo- 
niouſly did falſely make, forge, and 
counterleit, and cauſe to and procure 


7 


n. 
4 


name J. Pierce | thereto ſubſcribed, 


A. ſecond count charged him with | 


= 


1 * 
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ing the ſame to be forged, with the 
ke intention, and a third and Fourth 
count, for forging and uttering a hike. 
receipt, knowing it to be forged; with 

intent to defraud the Governor and 

Company of the Bank of England. 
Mr. Fielding as council for the pro- 
ſecution, opened the indictment in a 
copious manner, touching the tranſ- 
action with great tenderneſs, and ex- 
patiating on the circumſtances with 
much humanity. Mr. Garrow fol- 

lowed his learned friend, and diſco- 
vered conſiderable e 
. cribing the lame tranſaction 5 
ent words. Both their Tpeeches are 
too verboſe for inſertion in this nar- | 
rative; but as the trial itſelf is fo in- 
tereſtin g to a commercial nation, we 
to lay it before our readers, 
Po fore roaorle l 


Mr. Papps being fworn, Mr. Know "2 


ts 


.. 


lys, council for the pri 


nuity in def- 
ion in differ- 


he priſoner, attempt · 
ed in a forcible manner, to draw 
from him an acknowledgement, that 
he had received a promiſe from the 
directors of the Bank, that his 450 
n Ea dr. WB 


2 


f this buſinels ? A. 2 
afterwards, He told me that he had 
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* ſhould be replaced, of condition of 


giving evidence again t the priſoner. | 
The Judge ſaid, © if this man will 
come here and ſay, he expects { .450 


n money for giving his evidence, io 


be {ure I ſhall reject his evidence.” 


This being poſitively denied by Mr. 


Papps, he was ſuffered to proceed. in f 
C;ĩ ((C 


„ I. . 


Mr. Papps ſaitithat he had knownthe = 


. ral times as an aeguaintange, andthat in 
May, 1789. he Had employed him to 
| buyfilty pounds in the jour her cents, 


D. Did you undertake to do it P-— 


A. Yes, and gave a receipt for it, 
ou ſee him after 
Not for ſome time 


. How ſoon did 


B ee 
j , 


1 0. Did you write your name 
A. Les, to a tranfer book. 0. When 

vou wrote your name to that transfer 
book, did you conſider yourſelf writ- 


8 
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- 


ing your name to a transfer book, or 
to the acceptance book? 


A. I did not know it was a transfer | 


book, I thought 1 it had been an Wespe 
ance book. 


0. Did he give the receipt at the 


Rig time, or a Gifferent.time ?—A, 


At the ſame time. — begs did you 


pay him the money The fame 


Before or after you took the 


SE Before I took the receipt. 
He came and told me he would get jt 


ready againſt I came; and I uled tc 
8 and leave it entirely to him. 


(0. How much did you pay 1 I: 


cannot recollect Jultly what the ſtocks 


- were, What . 50 colt, but he put u 


on the receipt Kt 


Was that the paper he gave you? E 
5 2 Yes, O. At the time 705 ſigned 


your name ?2—A, At the time I ſigned 


myname, and he put the figures on 


back., 0. bs. that your hand- 
writing 24. Ves. 0. Do you know 
Mr. Fonton's. Hand- writing 9A. I 


have ſeen it. ,Q. Is that his hand- 


None look at it 17 Ves, I be- 
0 „ eve 


ee of FRANCIS FONTON. 2g 


; * 


keve it is; it is ; very much like what 

I have ſeen at the corner of the receipt. 
0. look at* the receipt, at that name, 

Francis Fonton ? — 4A. I believe chat 


to be his hand- writing. is 
. Did you at any time afier that 


Jay receive your dividend at the Bank? 10 
1 1 received my dividend chat 


ſame day. 


. Have you 0 it ance May, : 
1789 A. Yes, at Lady-day laſt. 
. Hoc much did you hen ory ow" 
your dividend ?—A, I received £- 12 
for f. 650, of Mr. Fonton. e 
f 1 Was that dividend you. tecived I 
on Lady-day the whole amount of 
your ſtock, pong the Z. 450 Was | 


ſtandin g there; Poe YES. 


D. Does that include 50l. that you 
| ſuppoſed you had boughtt that 5 LEN 


As That made it u ee 


0. How came Fonton to pay you ; 
the dividend, was it his buſineſs 2— 
ARWUe never paid me but twice. He 


uſed to give me the dividend, he ſaid, | 


to ſave me the trouble of waiting. 


148 he en being crols e examin- 1 
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ed by Mr. Knowlys, perfiſted in his 

declaration, that he had received no 

ſuch: . having his 4 30l. re. 
William Edwards Efq. Accompt- 


ant to the Bank of England, was the 
next wilnels examined, and his evi- 
dence was to prove the body of the 
receipt not printed but filled up, and 
ſttihe name ſubſcribed as witneſs to be 
the hand-writing of Mr. Fonton, 
Ws” W e of Queen Street, Lin- 
colnꝭs Inn Fields, and Stock Exchange, 
was called to prove, that the ſignature 
Was not his hand- writing, and that on 


"4m day of the date of the receipt, he 
1 had no ſuch transfer A8 that receipt | 


os Oe be Ol that Cn bRo ton bac one 
1 7 Percy Repworth, clerk to 
he ſolicitor of the Bank depoſed; that 
hae ſaw a releaſe, which he produced, 
r Rapp tt | 
M.r. Edwards was again called. 0. 
Are yqu acquainted wich Mr. Pierces 
©, hand-wrung ?—A. I have frequently 
ſeen his ſignature, He was aclerk#n- 


the Bank many years. O. Look at 


| N 
8 „„ 


*« ' y # 


TORE ; | . bp SOL: 1 8 
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3 * ” 


this, and ſce Fi it i Hig ſignature. =; Ki 


does not appear to be his ſignaturs. 


Mx. Robert Hand, clerk to the 
three. ber cent. conſolidated office at 
the Bank, depoſed that he had exa- 

mined the books of the Bank, with a 

view to diſcover how many perſons of 

the name of Pierce had ſtock in the 
three her cent. annuities, and had 
found one John Pierce, of Barn- -Elms, 
and the other John Pierce of Queen 

Street, Sadler. He ſaid, that he had 
| examined the transfer books of that 

day, (Ma a Sth, 1789), and had found 
mo transte 

Papps. 
„ Pierce, of Wm Elia the ! 

1 of Mr. John. Perce, depaſed : 

that her huſband. died the 18th” of 

bd . 


\ 


r by John Fierce to Mr. 
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 FILLIAM EDWA 


V land; Was again called. 
. Do you know whether on this 


N day we have been talking of, it was 
the duty of the priſoner to. fill up the 
transfers in the three per cents. office. 

A. It was no part of his duty. His 

department at that time was to pay 
dividends in the three per cent annu- 

ity office. There were other perſons 

employed in this 1 of W 5 

transfers. 1 | 


accomptant to the Bank * a 


ti 


90 Warrants 
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O. Did he pay dividends or Ader 


war rants. 


Mr. Garrow. Do you know of 
any order that was communicated to 
the clerks, by the directors, that no 


Clerk in the Bank ſhould att as bro- 


kers?—A, There was, and written 
up in the office, to this purport— 
No clerk in the Bank is permitted 


to act as a broker or Jobber any ot | 
the. funds.” 355 05 


John Bion nern. 


5 1 do bafineſs for Mr. e Pierce, 
che Rock-broker. On 
May, 1789, I paid the priſoner, Mr. 
Fonton, 4281 1s gd the conſidera- 
tion for 450l. four per cents. T * 
it in caſh and bank- notes. . 
D. Did you take a flock receipt $i 
from him ?P—A. I had no receipt. 
V. Do theſe kind of tranſactions 

| fre juently paſs between the brokers 
| without receipts? i 
1 . in the multipli- 
* of buſineſs. We lee t the transfer. 
made. 


” "On | 6 bd 


. Deliver out the 


e 18th; f 
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0 Did you, on this occaſion, ſatiſ⸗ 
fy yourlſelf that the transfer was made 
_ to your principal ?—A. I was ſatil⸗ 

„ „„ . 
Mr. Knowlys. Then you do not 
conſider the receipt as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary among Fe ”—A. Not 
as a jobber. | 
b Mi / Garrow again called Mr. 5 
5 . , | 3 b - 

id you take an recei t on . 

93 OB P-——NO,. * ip 
3 How happened that 2 1 Oh, 

khong e gh them without a re- 

= went and looked at the books, 3 

tos de if there was any transfer. 

N. How long have you known the 
prif oner 7— 4. A great number of 


years. 
©. 5 you acquainted — the 
der his hand-writing ?—4. 1 


have ſeen it frequently, becauſe Ihave 


a great number of receipts of his. 


N Look at chat e P—A, 1 be- 
lere it to be has. 
ef Look at the written part of the 
bo FO of the 3 do you believe 
N . 


for the conf 


> 
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* 


it to be his ?—A. Ves, I believe it is 


D. Look at the body of this receipt; 
is that the hand- writing of Fonton? 
A. Yes, I believe both of them to 
The evidence for the proſecution 
being cloſed, the judge addreſſed the 
TVT 
Priſoner Fonton, you hear the 

charge againſt you, that it is the hav- 
| ng put into the hands of Mr. Papps 
a forged Weng from one John Pierce, 
the "conſideration money of fol. 
Rock, which receipt you witneſſed, 
and which they ſay a So receipt ; 
for that, in the firſt place, as far as 
they have been able to trace any John - 
Pierce; they have proved that this re- 
ceipt is not his hand-writing ; but, be- 
_ Yond that, there is this ſtrong circum- 
| Rantial evidence, to prove it a forgery, 
that, whereas that receipt kar 
that this was received for the confide- 
ration of zol. transferred by Pierce to 
him, there is no transfer by any Pierce 
to him of chat fam; and it is witneſs. 
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ed, and che body of i it is written bs 
yo. You are now called upon to fa. 
tisfy the jury, if you can, how you 
came to put into the bands of Mr. 
N ps ſuch a falſe receipt. 
Priſoner. My Lord, 11 leave my 
defence to my council. | 
Mr. Knowlys, \My. {VER 1 Have 
fl a ieh many witneſſes to his charafter. 1 
"if his witneſſes ſhould hap- 
f jp _ to. be here, he phob-n oh 
will ſuffer nothin by that means, 
becauſe the circumſtance of his having 


been employed 17 years and upwards 


e the Bank, is a diciſive evidence of : 
his good character. ' | 


Mr. Edwards. I have known (9.20 


1 18 years; he has always borne the 
Character of a punctual, orderly, well- 
behaved man, very inoffenſive in his 

manners, ſo much ſo, that he would 

have been one of the laſt in the houſe 
chat I ſhould have thought capa: ot 

50 ſuch a tranſaction. 


Several other witneſſes, we bills ve 


1 about five, all gave him a very excel- 
. charter; but the ce of 


Character 


* 


3 "9 2 
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character in a caſe of this kind, 60 


amply. proved, both by poſitive and 
circum tial evidence, can never be 
expected to weigh much in the minds 
of an intelligent jury. Accordingly 
the gentlemen who tried him, with- 
out much heſitation, pronounced him 
. Fey, of uttering, Kew it to oe * 


Jorge 
Fus h. hero heard the ee with 5 


common compoſure, and after bowing 


to the court, was conducted to the 
horrible den beneath the front plat- 

form of the Seſſion-houſe, where. he 
inſtantly burſt into tears, and bitterly 1 
bewailed his unhappy ſituation. 

About half an hour alter, he was 

; removed, by the deſire of a friend, 

| from the noiſe and blaſphemous ac. 

clame of the herd of common felons 

_ confined in the adjacent bail-dock, ang 
lodged in one of the diſmal dark. cells i 
10 7 ointed for the capital convicts. 


he building which contains thecells, 


is the only remaining part of the old 
goal; one end of it fronts, Newgate = 
5 ue and on the other front is an are, 
called N 
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called che press yard. in which the un- 


happy convicts art allowed to walk 
ſeveral hours every day, when their 
friends are allowed to vil it them, under 
the inſpection of the turnkey. About 
twenty out of the twenty- our hours 


of the day, theſe priſoners are cloſely 
ſgmut up in ſeparate dungeons=—a bare 
deſcription of which would 7 | 


the ſoul of ſenfibility with a fym 
the moſt painful. A picture $a this 
place, in the words of Shakeſpear, 


would © harrow up the Toll, freeze the 
- blood, and make each particular hair 
0 ſtand on end, like quills upon the 
freie porcupine! but this infernal 
_  blazon e not be to cars of fleln and 4 


| blood 1 * 


D Fonton, how dreadful the nee 
110 01 thy fortune! Late litting in the 
palace of plenty, the temple of wealth, 
| amid the produce of the mines of : 
Mexico now alas, configged to 
' : tis darkſome cell. i in the Marion of a 
9 miſery! „ 5 
een the day ello win Mr. Fopton 
in his mind. 
When . 


| appeared Fe Ou CC 


* 
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When viſited by a reverend grade. 


k man, who 1s a diflenter, he exclaimed, 
r MW as has been repreſented to us, in the 


manner following: My Work is 


t done! My debt was paid on Mount 


8 Calvary, and the ranſomed of te 
* Lord ſhall return to Zion, with ſongs 
© and everlaſting praiſes in their moutbs. 
e What then is this World to me? It 

y is like a bone caſt to a dog, which may. 

is break his teeth, but never ſatisfy his 

r, WW appetite. Chriſt died for all men, and 

e who or what ſhall ſeparate us from the 


„ 5 ; 


love of Chriſt! ! 


n 
, nels,” 


0 
Ts 


be 
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Ihe miniſter remonſtrated againſt 
ſuch Antinomian notions with great 
moderation and tenderneſs ; pointing 
out the attrocious nature of the of- 
ic WM fence againſt his country, and ſtrenu- 
1: WM oully inſiſting on the neceſſity of a 

h, | {incere repentance. © The Antinomian 
oi WM !yltem, he ſaid, which you ſeem to 

to KM have recently erabraced, is a moſt hor= 

of WM rid delufion, and the doctyine of devils, 

0 as the Seripture expreſſes it, as it 
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What the miniſter ſaid ſeemed to 
have but little weight with the unhap- 
py priſoner, who declared that he 

Was certain of his eternal ſalvation. 
The gentleman being obliged to de- 
part, informed Fonton that he ſhould 
perhaps fee him no more, but would 
_ certainly write to him in the courſe of 
On the laſt day of the Seſſion but 
one, viz. September 22, Mr. Fonton, 
with the reſt of the capital convicts, 
was ſet to the bar, in order to receive 
ſentence. The court and galleries 
were again much crowded with gen- I 
 teel [peCtators. Proclamation of filence 
being made, the clerk of the arraigns - 
feparately ſaid to the prifoners——- 


EY AS 


» W O 808 mm no 


what have you to ſay why judgment. 

do die ſhould not be paſſed upon you, 

according to law? No reply being 

made, Mr, Serjeant Roſe, the Re- 
_ eorder, particularly addreſſed Mr. 
Fonton, to the following purport : 
As. for you, Fonton, you have 

been convicted on the eleareſt eyi- 
dende, of a crime the moſt injurisus 


to à commercial country like this. 


nity of knowing every minutiae in the 


the moſt nefarious and baſe 


frauded a friend, who confided in the 


ut goodneſs of your character. By this 
n, crime you have completely ſhut up 
ts, every avenue which. leads to mercy, 
ve and therefore I think it neceſſary to 
ies adviſe you to prepare for death, and 
en- io meet that. tribunal before Which 


ice you muſt ſhortly appear. 


- 1 * 


zus It remains only for me to perform 
Wo the moſt painful part of my office, in 
ent.  paſling the fentence of the 5 Which 
place from : whence you came, and oo 
irom thence to the place of execution, 
where you are to be hanged by the 

| you and may - 
God of his infinite .goodnels have 


ing 
Re- 
Mr. 


10 95 neck till you are DEAD; 
ave 

exi- 
u 
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mere y on your ſoul.L“ 
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Your ſituation gave you the opportu- 


bulineſs'of the Bank, and that know- 
ledge you have applied to a purpoſe 
1 4 * QUT | 


crime receives no {mall aggravation 
from the circumſtance. of having de- 5 


Our hero received this awful doom, 
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to kim iteverkbles as the hows of 3 
Medes and Perſians, without much 


apparent emotion of mind. He was 


removed from the bar with the other 
= who were involved in. the 
ame milery 


_ dock to Newgate. 
The following copy of a letter this 
was ſent to Mr. K 


mitted" to the editor of theſe memoirs 
fend, we have inſerted it 


4 and which, we think can- 
not fail to prove highly Na to 


the reader. 9 


Corx of : an, 1 EpisTLE,_ 


Fr rom an emiment Miniſter of the Goſ- 


pelj o Mr. Fox rox, under Sen. 
tence of Death, in W 2 


My unfortunate friend, 


HEN J firſt viſual") yo in 
| POP: 7 1 n no incon- 


e 1 e E087 ha 


, and conducted along the 
private paſ age that leads fi from thel dail- 


onton a few days be- 
fore his execution, having been tran(- 


rr 4 ond od rtetce node det 
: N 


K. 9 


have recently embraced the Antino- 
mian ſcheme of univerſal redemption 
and falvation, which ſtrikes at the 
root of all holineſs, and defeats the 
mhe6.endot all mlieon,' 
It is certainly a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that 
came to ſave finners from everlaſting 
miſery; but it is equally true that he 
came allo to ſave them from their ſins, 
and to prefy unto himpelf, by hisholy 
{pirit, a OY e zealous off 


* 


good orn. 


Ihe Scriptures declare, in terms the 
moſt unequivocal, that without Hol- 
_ neſs no nan can ſee the Lord. 


A want of found conviction of the 

odious nature of fin, is the ſpring 
theſe deteſtable principles. Sin, 1 
need not tell you, is a want of confor- 


mity to the will of God, or a viola. 
tion ofrhis law. Conſider for a mo- _ 
ment, during your folitary reflection, 
what fin has done in the creation. It 
procured the fall of angels from Hea- 
ven, by it the firſt man fell from hap- 
_pinels, and broug ry 
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Chriſt 
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all. ie woes and calamities that the 
world has experienced. See the ef- 


fects of fin in the 1 deluge, the 
deſtruction of Sodom, 
Egypt, the extirpation of the nations 


; by Irael, the fall of Babylon, the an- 


nihilation of empires, the flames of 
war, the ravages of tyrants, the maſ- 


ſacres of millions, but above all, be- 
hold it in the death of Chriſt, and ſay, 
 _ - What pierced his hands and feet, made 
him bow his head and give up the 


* 


are ſaying, © I build all my hope of 


Heaven, Chriſt died for me. —Be not 
deceived, my friend, ' an unapplted 
Chriſt is no Chriſt. By his merits 


are juſtified all who believe ih the 


| Goſpel; but ſomething muſt be donc 


within as well as without. The pow. 


er ol ſin muſt be ſubdued. We mull 


be born again and made holy, elſe 
we can never be happy hereafter. This 


work is the office of the Holy Spirit, 


and this work muſt be performed in 


the heart of every man who would 


om, the plagues of 


Stirive 
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Strive not, therefore, to ny Our 


ful vation, by graſping at the juſti 


— 
blood of our Saviour, but neglekting 


his very ſpirit; for in ſo doing 
you will 
-10-me matter.” Eo -7" 


all inert of all part and lot 


Belore the throne of the Moſt High _ 


ſtands the laver of regeneration, in 
© which all who enter the new Jeruſa- 
lem muſt be cleanſed. The tree of 
lite indeed is planted amid the Para- 
iſe of God, whoſe fruits are fair, 
Whole leaves are for the healing of the 
nations; but theſe leaves muſt be ap- 
plied, theſe fruits muſt be taſted. The 
Goſpel . feaſt 13 prepared, and all things 


are ready, but thoſe who are called, 


muſt not only have on the wang 


garment of a Redecmer's righteou - 
nels, but muſt have an appetite, a re- 

_ lined taſte for the dainties, before they 
can fit down at the King's table. _ 


May therefore the grace of the | 


_ Holy Spirit operate effectually on your 
heart, and work there an utter abhor- 
rence of all fin, that fo ſin may have 
no more dominion over you, Re- 
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pent and be converted, that your fins 
may be blotted out; and O may that 
repentance be unto life, prove genu- 
ine and ſincere, without parttality and 


* 


without hy pocriſy. : 


2. 


Nor ſuſter a 1 


fink your luſlering ſoul into the gulf 

of deſpair. Look at Manaſſeh: that 
immortal monument of mercy, and 
. the innumerable multitude. of 

mankind ſinners ſaved by free grace, 
but who have alſo waſhed their robes 
and made them wiute in the blood of 


the Lamb—therefore ſtand | they be- 


fore the throne of G dd. 


Alhough, my captive friend, the na- 
ture ok your crime precludes you from 


all hope of pardon from King George, 
vet Wink Th sus ſtands ready with a 


the glorious light of the natural fun 


cannot penetrate your priſon, nor the 


freſh air flow through the adamantine 


bars, yet may the ſun of righteouſneſs 
1 _arzle up on YORE foul, and the day ſpring | 


from 


* 


enſe of your ſins to 


tree, full pardon in his hand. He ſtill 
Waits to be gracious, and is ready to 
receive the returning prodigal. Tho! 


. 1 83 an n * 
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from on high viſit you; vet may he 


etherial mt pour its ſalutary influ- 
ence, and ſhed abroad in your heart 


the love of God, and give you all joy | 


* 


and peace in „ 9 15 „ 
| Return, O backfliding Fonton, and 


the Lord will have mercy, and plente- 


oufly pardon all your apts. eſſions, and 


| blot out your fins as a cloud. Your 

| miquities he will remember no more; 5 

he will caſt them into the depth of the 
ſea, nor ſhall they more be mentioned 

%% AE ERS 9 14 


That this may be your happy caſe, 


and that you may join the general af- 
ſembly and church of the firſt-born, im 
Heaven, and appear amid the ſpirits , 
of juſt men, made perſect before God, 
the judge of ail with joy, is the ſincere 
: 1 earnen pan, 


Fuours, Kc. 


I be above letter was conveyed by 
a friend 40 Mr. Fonton, who preſent- 
ed it to him in the preſs-yard. Ile 
read it with much eagerneſs, and ſhed 
tears abu dantly at the concluſion, 
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e expreſiing a ſtrong deſire again to ſee 
the miniſter who ſent it. The other 
- priſoners. were preſent, and diſcover- 
ed but little ſeriouſneſs. Two of them 
appeared perfectly unconcerned about 
e © their unhappy ſituation, and even had 
dhe fool-hardineſs to curſe and ſwear 
in a hideous manner, and were ſo in- 
1 . different to their fate, as to gamble in 
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3 - the area,—The time, however, ſoon 
!²¹Parrived when they were to be ſeparated, 
and Mr. Fonton ſeemed well ſatisfied 
dio ſeek an aſylum in his cell from ſuch 
ONE  miſcreants, whoſe caſes were not ſo 
b on. 
1 N. ot uſed to the ceremonies of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, and dreading be- 
ing expoled to the heterogeneous herd 
1 55 of hardened miſcreants, Mr. Fonton 
much wanted to decline an attendance 
at chapel: but as it is uſual for all 
capital convicts, even ſuch as profeſs 
1 the Roman Catholic religion, to go 
dc̃.qcgether to that place of worſhip, he 
Vas under the neceſſity of ſubmitting 
n general mule of the gl. 
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The chapel is ſituated on the weit 
immediately behind the houle of te 
keeper. It is a neat building, havmg 
two galleries, one appropriated to the _ + 
women priſoners, and the other to the 
debtors. In the centre of the are, 
in a large ſquare pew, appear the ca- 
pital convicts, and on the left of the _ 
pulpit and deſk the men felons, The 
other part of the area is occu 1 
ſuch priſoners who, for ſmaller of 
fences than felony are fined and im- 
priſoned, and alſo ſuch ſtrangers We 
can gain adraittance to ſee the unfor- - 
Lord George Gordon, who though _ 
ten years ago was the . blazing ſtar i. ' 
the proteſtants, and preſident of their 
ſociety, but now the proſelyte of the 
gate, and a Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
according to the circumciſion, ſome- 
times alſo attends at chapel, being on 
tolerable good terms with the ordinary 
of Newgate, who is certainly an imi- 
tator of St. Paul, at leaſt in this, fuiting 


Hhimſelf to all parties, / happily he may 2 8 
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[I en and r AnTTAL. 


ibs hero, 1 weeks 1 his con- 


5 Pr Poe appeared to abandon thoſe 
en rg principles, from which he 


ught a temporary relief to his per- 


turbated mind. | He faw the abſolute 
_ neceſſity of being made meet for future 
plied not. only for 
; ended God, but alfo 
Fo ih the purification of the Spirit of 
165 He conſ:dered himſelf, from 
the beginning of his trouble as a man 


n from an o 


ha. 


loſt to this world; for though his friends 


were numerous, and poſſeſſing no 
mall intereſt at court, yet when © he 
recalled to mind the. Pereaus, Dr. 
Dodd, and others, to ſave whoſe lives 
every effort failed, he never indulged 


the moſt diſtant idea of mercy, even 


from a monarch who detights | in 1 that 


divine emanation. 94G 
Yet fear vat, Fonton, Head 601 ty "AO 


Behold a King ſopreme in Zion Wiens !?!?! 
He weilds the golden ſcepter and the kevs 

Of hell and death obey his dread decrees ! 
"'Rejoicing angels wait at his command, 


10 bear the captive to E MMANUEL's land; — 


There thou from {in and ſorrow ſhalt be free, 
ö ud the children s nai Og „„ 
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| MEMo1Rs, of FRANCIS rox TON. - 46 eh 
The Recorder, by virtue of an or- 


Pri y-Council at St. James's, on Wed- 
neſday, November 17, and reported 


the condemned priſoners, both of the 
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der from Court, attended the King and 


September and October ſeſſions. OF — 


_ the capital criminals convicted in the 
_ former, Fonton alone was in the death 
JJ 9 


When the fiat of the King was an- 


nounced to Fonton, he exprefled 
no ſurpriſe ; yet when he ſaw 
his fellow priſoners, to whom a 

| benevolent Lite gie had extended _ 

his royal clemency, rebounding, with _ 
a tumult of joy, as returning to the 
common priſon, the emotion of his 


mind was quite viſible in his clouded 
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Other fix hopeleſs men. 


© On the Sunday which preceded the 


countenance, and in the looks of the # 


fatal im! of his death, Mr. Fonton, 
with his fellow ſufferers, were condutt- 
ed to chapel, where a ſuitable ſermon 


Was preached by a clergyman, The 
place was crouded with ſtrangers, Who 
| had obtained admittance, The 
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„ mon was ſoothing and conſolatory, 
.  andfurely it is an att of great huma- 
nity, to pour into the wounded « a6 
r 


+ 
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A friend of Mr Fonton, who walk - 
ed wih him from, chapel to the preſs- 
yard, tcok occafion to remind him 
that this was the laſt Lord's-day which 
he ever would have in this world; ear- 
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4 
x 
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g0¹ 


0 


nmaeſtly exhorting him to improve it, 


that ſo he might enter upon the 
fnhall have no fins to deplore, Where 
ſorrow and ſighing {hall be done 
away, and where all tears will be 
wiped from all faces.“ O beware,” 
replied the priſoner, of waſting thoſe 


eeuverlaſting ſabbath above, where he 


% 1 Precions days of grace in idlenchs 


which may in future be afforded you 


5 ſenſual amuſcmems——as L have done 


On the fame day prayers were put 
up for the-unhappy criminals in ſeve- 
nal churches and meeting-houſes in the 
mietropolis, particularly by the Rev. 
Mr. Towers, who had long been the 
e . 
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Wo - RE & Fonton ; 6075 the Rev. Mt, hi Fl 
Ty, As. the evening lecturer of Bow: 99 5 3 
ma- church, Cheapſide, 4 e 
rits On the evening preceding, the toy” 
the ok his death, Mr. Fonton was called 
upon by the bell-man,who as uſual pa- | 
ik. | troles 1 preſs- yard on ſuch an occa- 
els- WW fon, who warned the priſoners to be- 
um ware of {leeping on the verge of eter- 
ich KM nity. Mr. Fonton's reply was, © It is 
ar- high time for me to awake out of Heer b. 
it, cd bleſs youall” _ ; 
| On the morning, when called. up wet oj 
| and conducted from his cell, N en, i 
ere pany with the other ſufferers; he ſaw © | 
Arx. Blades, whom he had materially IL i 
injured, and with tears implored his | 
| forgiveneſs. That officer, with much = HH 
_ humanity, readily informed him that 165 1 
he moſt heartily did ſo, as he expected 1 
Fort weneſs from the Almighty. .. 1 = 
He diſcovered great ſortitude and 1 1 
5 fimneſs i in the whole laſt ſcene of his | 
but MF life. He was the firſt who a ppeared 
be- on the ſcaffold, and had gn a . 
he . coat, anda large white wig. The lat- 
= = ter x being removed by the: cxecutioner, 
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"a cap was put on, and his hat owe, az 
prayers were poſtponed til] the arrival 
of the three coiners, who were taken 
round to the common felons” door, 
and drawn to the ſcallold on a ſledge. 
The Rev. Mr. Villette, with the Lec- 
turer of St. ſames, Dukes Place, who 
preached the condemned ſermon: on 
Sunday, attended Fomon on the 
platform. The latter prayed long 
and fervent. and all the priſoners ap- 
peared devout, all behaving in a 
manner ſuitable o men entering! into 
„Alibther Word 
It certainly would have requir ea no 
ſmall degree of ph: llanthrophy in the 
Rev. Mr. Towers, to urge his atten- 
dance on a man in his laſt moments, 
who, as We tow. une derſtand, defraud- 
ed im of ſexera] | Hundreds, Foriton 
confeſſed the juſtice of his fate; owned Wo 
to ſeveral other frauds and forgeries. 
and declared x] bat it was righ kin the 
Almighty to cad him Hoch ty a way. 
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